MediaWiki: a free platform for collaboration
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A free platform for collaboration

Examples of collaborative works:

> community websites;

» corporate intranets;

- knowledge management systems; and
> note services.

Source:
http://secure.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/wiki/Wiki



What is MediaWiki?

“MediaWiki is a free software wiki package written in
PHP, originally for use on Wikipedia. It is now used by
several other projects of the non-profit Wikimedia
Foundation and by many other wikis.”

Source: http://www.mediawiki.org/wiki/ MediaWiki

Licence: GNU GPL (General Public License)

More details:
http://www.gnu.org/licenses/licenses.html



MediaWiki is free software

Think free as in freedom, not beer. Free software gives
users 4 freedoms:

0. The freedom to run the program, for any purpose;
1. The freedom to study how the program works & change
it to make it do what you wish;
2. The freedom to redistribute copies so you can help your
neighbour;
3. The freedom to distribute copies of your modified
versions to others.



MediaWiki installation requirements

To run MediaWiki, you will need;

> Web server such as Apache or IS
> PHP version 5.1 or later
> Database Server

> MySQL 4.0 or later

~ or PostgreSQL 8.1 or later



Linux installation via command line

root@steve-laptop: /home/woodsy

File Edit View Terminal Tabs Help

rooti@steve-laptop: fhome/woodsy 2 | rooti@steve-laptop: fhomefwoodsy




Windows sysadmins: grab this file!

http://download.wikimedia.org/mediawiki/1.16/me
diawiki-1.16.2.tar.gz



Customising MediaWiki - skinning
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Extending MediaWiki

You can use extensions to:

> extend the wiki mark-up used to write articles;
> add new reporting/administrative capabilities;
> change the look and feel of MediaWiki;

> enhance security via custom authentication.
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Editing MediaWiki

Option 1: wiki mark-up

log in / create account

article discussion edit pagehistor, (=ml)
Editing First test page

Preview

Some lists

@5 video games =
@ programming for the webf

i Linux (especially Ubuntu)

& walking:

& on the beach that I used to liwe near
W and getting lost in Oxford

Things I dislike:

Code that is not beautiful

Getting the bus to work when the roads are busy
4 Ways of [http://example.com workingl that are not suitably agile
&% Long meetings that don't really go anywhere

leqapis moys

Some tables

{| class="wikitable

] [NGEEEGEIR] 1 [B Heading 2 [} Heading 3

E

|[cell 1 || style="color:blue"| Cell 2 (blue) || cell 2 || woOt!
| -

|

List cell
w hello
! goodbye
|cell [[B211
|style="color:red"|Cell B2 (red)

type a sumary of your edit here

¥l move preview with cursor ¥/realtime preview | special character cancel | save
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Editing MediaWiKki
Option 2: WYSIWYG editor

navigation page discussion edit history delete [Ilf move |1 protect irefer watch ny watchlist my contributions
m Main Page

= Community portal Edlting Main PagE

= Current events

= Recent changes : [=] wikitext = | & : | b 2 7 :am O = MM&e&R =
= Random page : : : Zi— =— : g : =

EF M | * B | T AR | = S i— =— H H ?
- Help _ |z Format Norma : | u | = = (3= = | 66 D W&, F i3 |
— Welcome to the Sales wiki.

Please consult the MediaWiki User's Guide for information on using wiki software.

[ Go ) [ Search )

toolbox

Sections
m What links here
= RAelated changes = PAWS
m Upload file

= Competitive Intelligence
= Sales Best Practices

Special pages

Please note that all contributions to Sales may be edited, altered, or removed by other contributors. If you do not want your
writing to be edited mercilessly, then do not submit it here.
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You are also promising us that you wrote this yourself, or copied it from a public domain or similar free resource [see



What do you need to edit in MediaWiki?

An internet connection

A web browser

A log-in for the wiki you wish to edit
Erm, that's it!
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Thank you!

Steve Woods

http:www.bristolwireless.net

woodsy®@
hopeless_

oristolwireless.net

nippy@yahoo.co.uk
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