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MediaWiki: a free platform for collaboration
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A quick look behind the button...
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A free platform for collaboration

Examples of collaborative works: 

➢ community websites;
➢ corporate intranets; 
➢ knowledge management systems; and 
➢ note services.

Source: 
http://secure.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/wiki/Wiki



 4

What is MediaWiki?

“MediaWiki is a free software wiki package written in 
PHP, originally for use on Wikipedia. It is now used by 
several other projects of the non-profit Wikimedia 
Foundation and by many other wikis.”

Source: http://www.mediawiki.org/wiki/MediaWiki 

Licence: GNU GPL (General Public License)

More details: 
http://www.gnu.org/licenses/licenses.html
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MediaWiki is free software

 Think free as in freedom, not beer. Free software gives 
users 4 freedoms:

0. The freedom to run the program, for any purpose;
1. The freedom to study how the program works & change  
     it to make it do what you wish;
2. The freedom to redistribute copies so you can help your 
      neighbour;
3. The freedom to distribute copies of your modified          
       versions to others.
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To run MediaWiki, you will need;

➢ Web server such as Apache or IIS
➢ PHP version 5.1 or later
➢ Database Server

➢ MySQL 4.0 or later
➢ or PostgreSQL 8.1 or later

MediaWiki installation requirements
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Linux installation via command line
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http://download.wikimedia.org/mediawiki/1.16/me
diawiki-1.16.2.tar.gz

Windows sysadmins: grab this file!
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Customising MediaWiki - skinning
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Extending MediaWiki

You can use extensions to:

➢ extend the wiki mark-up used to write articles;
➢ add new reporting/administrative capabilities;
➢ change the look and feel of MediaWiki;
➢ enhance security via custom authentication.
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Editing MediaWiki
Option 1: wiki mark-up
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Editing MediaWiki

Option 2: WYSIWYG editor
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What do you need to edit in MediaWiki?

An internet connection

A web browser

A log-in for the wiki you wish to edit

Erm, that's it!
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Thank you!

Steve Woods

http:www.bristolwireless.net

woodsy@bristolwireless.net

hopeless_hippy@yahoo.co.uk

http://www.bristolwireless.net/
mailto:woodsy@bristolwireless.net
mailto:hopeless_hippy@yahoo.co.uk
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