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I don’t like             . I like          . 
I’m a Wikipedian. 



 
The Free Encyclopedia 

anyone can edit 



Freely available tertiary literature, 
accessibly and neutrally summarised 
from reliable secondary and primary 
sources, in an ongoing process of  good 
faith collaboration involving both 
experts and non-experts 



“Imagine a world in which 

every single human being 

can freely share in the 

sum of all knowledge. 

That's our commitment.” 



Not just an encyclopaedia 

 



The Wikimedia projects 

• Multilingual (in more than 280 languages) 

• Free (as in free speech) 

• Created by volunteer labour 

• Run by the Wikimedia Foundation, a US charity 

• Supported in the UK by Wikimedia UK, a charity 
(as of this month!) 

• No ads, no commercial influences, no government 
targets 



Supported by donations 



So far 

• One billion contributions in ten years 

• Nearly 100,000 regular contributors 

• Reached 400 million visitors per month in 2010, 
aiming for 1 billion per month in 2015 

• About 20 million articles, 11 million media files 

• About 0.5% of English articles are Good Article 
quality, 0.09% are Featured Article quality 



Some article hit rates 

Article Monthly hits 

Asperger Syndrome 426,803 

Henry VIII of England 438,855 

Volcano 160,940 

Habeas Corpus 123,500 

John Locke 179,382 

Lymphoma 226,934 

World War I 516,579 

Dependent and independent variables 220,831 



Wikipedia is not about “the 
Wisdom of Crowds”. 

“Elephant Hans” by Nicolas Maréchal, 1808. Public Domain. Found on Wikimedia Commons 



Core policies 

• Verifiability [[WP:V]] 
– “Other people have to be able to check that you didn't just make 

things up. This means that all quotations and any material 
challenged or likely to be challenged must be attributed to a 
reliable, published source using an inline citation.” 

• No original research [[WP:NOR]] 
– “All material in Wikipedia must be attributable to a reliable, 

published source. Articles may not contain any new analysis or 
synthesis of published material that serves to advance a position 
not clearly advanced by the sources.” 



Policies and guidelines 



Educating the community 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Ambassadors/Resources 



Openness and freedom 

Openness 
(Open & Free Content) 

Rights 

Digital literacy 

Digital Policy 

Creativity 



Openness and transparency 

• Page history is open 

• Discussion is open 

• Open processes for policies & guidelines 

• Open source software 

• Open, transparent organisation 



Open review processes 



Wikipedia Educational Assignments 

 

http://outreach.wikimedia.org/wiki/Education 



Thanks 

martin.poulter@wikimedia.org.uk 
www.wikimedia.org.uk 
 
Twitter: @mlpoulter 


